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� Dr Mayra Arosemena, Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs of Panama, 

� Dr Jose Pacheco, Vice Minister of Trade of Panama, 

� Excellencies,  

� Colleagues and friends, 

 

� It is a great pleasure to be here in the country “where the world meets”, with so many 

familiar faces, to review the concrete steps that have been taken since the inception of 

this initiative here in Panama. 

 

� I think it is fitting to begin my remarks by acknowledging Panama’s steadfast 

leadership of the Pathways to Prosperity Initiative throughout its six year journey. I 

congratulate Trinidad and Tobago with their full membership of this initiative and for 

hosting the next Pathsways for Prosperity in te Americas Initiative. I look forward to 

the continuation of this initiative under the leadership of the next host, Trinidad and 

Tobago. And possibly the new Chair can encourage a wider membership of the 

Caribbean nation in this important initiative. 

 

� Ladies and Gentlemen, prosperity is an aspiration for all of us and at the same time 

prosperity is a relative term. Despite significant economic growth in the Americas 

many of our brothers and sisters are living in poverty, do not have equal opportunities 

and are excluded from our economies. Our collective aim should be to continue 

fighting these challenges and obstacles for furthering economic and social 

development of our countries. 

 

� The environment for continued economic growth is promising. We observe a 

continuation of the trend toward increased economic cooperation through the many 

trading arrangements. We note the new trading alliances that are being formed and 

deepened. The Plan of Acton adopted under the Pathways to Prosperity in the 

Americas Initiative can help us propel our economies to the next level of sustained 

and inclusive growth. 

 

� Extensive consultations have led to the streamlining of the priorities of the initiative 

in four pillars: Empowering Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs); 

Facilitating Trade and Regional Competitiveness; Developing a Modern Workforce; 

and Sustainable Business Practices and Environmental Cooperation. 

 

� Increasing productivity, improving connectivity, investing in education and 

technology, etc. are key elements to take us further on this growth path that will help 

eradicate poverty, improve equitable participation and open up new markets within 

and beyond this Hemisphere. 
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� The Organisation of American States is committed to these objectives, as stated in our 

founding Charter since 1948, and to this initiative. For this the OAS has to it's 

availability several mechanisms, such as the RIAG, the social protection network, 

increased and structured engagement with the business community and the promotion 

of private and public partnership through the activities of affiliated organizations like 

the Young Americas Business Trust, the Pan-American Development Foundation and 

the Trust for the Americas. I am pleased to inform you that on the 20 November this 

year a representative delegation of the business community of the Americas will 

engage with member states representatives in the Permanent Council on the topic of 

"Economic and Social Development in the Americas: The Value of Public - Private 

Partnerships". 

 

� Ladies and gentlemen, the best way to promote, defend and strengthen democracy 

and stable democratic governance is by promoting economic opportunities for all 

through trade, investment an job creation. 

 

� For many, this might seem as a seamless journey. For those of us who truly believe in 

the goal of  prosperity, inclusive economic growth and sustainable development as a 

means of reducing  poverty in the Hemisphere and expanding opportunities for all 

sectors of our societies, the journey has been many things but seamless. 

 

� I thank the USA and Canada, as well as the IDB and the subregional developments 

banks and Eclac, for the financial and technical assistance they have provided to the 

OAS to support social en economic development in member states. I invite other 

member states to use the OAS platform to channel funds for facilitating capacity 

building and eonomic prosperity. 

 

� Ladies and gentlemen, I call upon all of us to continue furthering our efforts through 

Pathways to promote sustainable development, social inclusion, and prosperity for all 

sectors. These efforts are essential to strengthen democratic institutions and are 

critical to the realization of the vision of OAS member States. There is much work to 

be done. Through our collective efforts, sharing our best practices and our 

experiences we can  tackle the challenges of today’s society and build the culture of 

democracy that is so imperative for future we want. 

 

� I thank you. 


